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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Does Anyone really read this? If you read ROAR, the 
general meeting and Board minutes are included; 
some of this will be repeated. Tuesday evening the 
Board of Directors convened as the members do each 
month to discuss Top Cats business. 

Our finances were presented for approval, as well as 
the Charity Committee distributions and income. The 
status of ROAR deadline dates and the summary of 
rides completed as well as comments about the final 
scheduled ride were mentioned. Long Distance Rides 
versus rides under 100 miles were evaluated; an appli-
cation for regular membership was evaluated followed 
by a presentation about accident scene management. 
The web-site, MSF instructors, and elections were on 
the agenda and previous amendments to the by-laws 
were on the table to clarify some issues. 

The point to all of this is that your fellow Top Cats on 
the Board of Directors really do something at those 
meetings. Really! For a couple of hours every month, 
people with different backgrounds, different points of 
view, and a variety of qualifications (all with similar 
motivation) work together to make Top Cats a func-
tioning club. On a daily basis, the committee Chairs 
and members of those committees are making plans, 
preparing text, pre-riding routes, and holding meet-
ings. This group plans and executes the rides, the 
ROAR, the Web-site, the Safety Class, all the record 
keeping and processing of Membership. You have 
served us well! 

Where are we going from here? Tonight some mem-
bers of the successful Annual Charity Ride Committee 
will meet to pat each other on the back; many others 
will not be there and their contributions will be noted. 
My role will be to say congratulations, not thank you, 
because this group, as others, made a commitment and 
followed through. Hopefully, there will be a core 
group that feels the reward was worth the effort and 
the next chair and committee will be in place. That's 
how it should be. 

Elections for officers of Top Cats are held each year; 
new people take over open seats on the Board. 
Successors step up to chair committees, and transitions 
start to take place as members fill in the gaps on com-
mittees. That's how it should be 

The new year will provide opportunities to participate 
on several levels. President, Vice-president, Treasurer, 
and Secretary are one-year terms and require an elec-
tion to return or replace a member of the executive 
committee. Don Schaffer CPA, who has served Top 
Cats as an officer and director for four years, is step-
ping down. Take the time to thank him; he always 
voted his conscience and used his extensive profes-
sional accounting background to guide the board. Carl 
Marcyan will also be stepping down after serving on 
the executive committee as treasurer. Carl, an attorney 
and CPA, also provided valuable insight and clarity 
drawn upon his background and experience. His 
humor was a nice bonus. Both are avid motorcycle 
enthusiasts and are outstanding representatives of Top 
Cats. 

It should seem a natural transition that existing mem-
bers should volunteer to fill the voids, pick up the flag 
or any other cliché one chooses. Perhaps some changes 
are in order, meetings made more interesting, rides 
dropped, activities expanded, you name it. There are 
opportunities to make suggestions, changes and 
improvements. 

Don and Carl have a full life outside the Top Cats, pro-
fessional commitments, family commitments, and like 
to ride. They found the time to serve, and did it well. 

That's how it should be. How about it? You're up at bat 

Chuck Prettyman 



OFFICERS and BOARD of DIRECTORS 
OFFICERS 

Prettyman Chuck President 847-854-5929 topcats2003@aol.com  
Brandt Gary VP 847-546-9771 cgb002@comcast.net  
Marcyan Carlton Treasurer 312-218-5560 cmarcyan@sdflaw.com  
Zawila Keith Secretary 847-970-9026 keith.zawila@trustmarkins.com  
Heniff Jim Past Pres. 847 381-5357 jheniff@mailstation.com  
Krepel Windy Director 815 459-9345 bikertt72@sbcglobal.net  
Adams Lynn Director 847-657-9363 adams2144@comcast.net  
Malia Thomas Director 847 381-6511 tmalia@cfalp.com  
Schaffer Don Director 847-564-1489 numbersman@cjbs.com  

COMMITTEES 

Malia Thomas Charity 847 381-6511 tmalia@cfalp.com  
Kirkpatrick Wayne Safety 847 854-4137 wkirkpa177@aol.com  
Case Ric GRASS 847-550-6543 rcase@comcast.net  
Lunde John Road Captains 847-459-2488 monger1@hotmail.com  
LaMonica John ROAR 847-446-6362 jlamonica2@comcast.net  
Swearingen Scott Webmaster 630-327-8139 Scott@inetguys.com  
Brandt Muriel Activities 847-546-9771 meo1957@comcast.net  
Carmody Robert Mbrship/Products 630-327-8139 Bcarmody@email.com  
Ryan William Sgt at Arms 847-524-1044 ryanbuildr@aol.com  

ACTIVITIES  
November 2006 - February 2007  

Date Ride Event Location Destination Time Leader 
Nov 07 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm C. Prettyman 
Nov 12 GRASS Class Connies Clubhouse Buffalo Grove 8:30am R. Case 
Nov 14 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm C. Prettyman 
Dec 05 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm C. Prettyman 
Dec 12 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm C. Prettyman 
Jan 02 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm C. Prettyman 
Jan 09 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm TBD 
Feb 06 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm TBD 
Feb 10 Top Cats Banquet Milrose Brewery S. Barrington TBD Top Cats Board 
Feb 13 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm TBD 

Call the hotline (847) 622-3501 for updates and check the web site at: www.topcats.org  



TopCats Board Meeting Minutes 
(October 10, 2006) 

By Keith Zawila 

tial work to be done will be to solicit materials and 
data from everyone who worked on this year's ride, 
so it can be compiled for future use. 

Board Members: 
	 Keith Zawila  (Secretary) 

Present: Chuck Prettyman, Gary Brandt, Keith 
	

Provided an update on the Accident Scene 
Zawila, Lynn Adams, Tom Malia, Jim Heniff, 	 Management seminar. After some discussion on 

specific items, the Board approved the plans for this 
Absent: Windy Krepel, Carlton Marcyan, Don 	event. Keith will finalize all the information so it can 
Schafffer 
	 be distributed to the membership. 

Guest: Wayne Kirkpatrick 
	

Lynn Adams  (Director) 

Proceedings: 
	 Presented prospective member Tom Nichols 

(sponsor - Larry Scalzitti) to the Board for 
President Chuck Prettyman  called the meeting to 	approval. Tom's application was put to a vote, and 
order at 7:32 pm. 	 he was accepted as a new Regular member. 

The Minutes from the September meeting, previ- 	A discussion followed on why some guests return 
ously distributed, were approved. 	 multiple times to events and meetings, but then end 

up not joining the club. 
Gary Brandt  (Vice President) 

Jim Heniff  (Past President) 
Reported on our financials in Treasurer Carlton 
Marcyan's absence. The latest Profit and Loss 
Statement was distributed. We currently have 
approximately $7,800 in our Operating account. 
Some questions arose regarding specific entries on 
the Charity Ride. Since Carl was not in attendance 
to answer them, they were tabled pending reconcil-
iation with the Charity records. 

We have 1 official ride remaining on our 2006 cal-
endar. 
We discussed the Annual Banquet (February 10). 
In lieu of finding an individual to organize this event, 
the Board will take it on collectively. 

The Activities Committee plans to begin work on the 
2007 calendar in November. There have been 
some individuals willing to schedule their rides at 
this time. Additionally, it has been decided to 
reserve some dates for rides of < 100 miles. 

There are plans for a ROAR workshop in November 
to discuss future directions and strategies. 

Tom Malia  (Director) 

Made some final comments on the Charity Ride. 
Tom and Lynn Adams discussed that she will be 
working with Greg Smith and John LaMonica on 
the organization of next year's ride. Some of the ini- 

Presented an update on upcoming elections. Jim 
will have Activities email information to the mem-
bership regarding the cutoff date for nominations. A 
discussion ensued on various aspects of the elec-
tion. 

Wayne Kirkpatrick informed us that POSSE usu-
ally gets together in November to talk about various 
rides being scheduled for the following year. This is 
done to avoid scheduling conflicts between the 
clubs, so we may all support and participate in each 
other's rides. Wayne requested notification when 
the date for next year's Charity Ride is determined, 
so he can pass this information along. 

Wayne also noted he has 10 - 11 years worth of 
ROARs and other Top Cats information. Since this 
basically comprises the history and minutes of the 
club, it was decided this information should be 
maintained by the current club Secretary. Wayne 
and Keith will coordinate transferring this material to 
Keith. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for November 14th, 
7:30 pm at Durty Nellie's. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:59 pm 



TopCats General Meeting Minutes (October 3, 2006) 
By Keith Zawila. 

Vice President Gary Brandt called the meeting to order at 7:34 pm at Durty Nellie's. 

Gary updated us about Chuck's eye surgery (we wish him a full recovery). 

We welcomed the following guests: Natalie Perniciaro (guest of Dan/Peggy Strickler...met them at Kelly's Leather and 
took them up on their offer to join us), Lucas VanDeWoestyne (guest of Frank Coletto), and Devin Smith (guest of Carol 
Hornsby). 

In Treasurer Carl Marcyan's absence, Gary reported we have approx $8,000 in the General Operating account. 

Tom Malia (Director)  
Some silent auction items not sold at the ride will be kept until our annual banquet. We auctioned off 3 Woodstock 
Harley Davidson rentals certificates, due to expire at the end of the month, at the meeting for $25 a piece. 

While the weather was absolutely awful, approximately 120 people attended the event. And, 30 folks showed up on 
Sunday, registered, stayed at the Treehouse for awhile, before braving the weather with the rest of us at Volo. 

This event allowed us to identify 2 very attractive venues to hold future events at (the Treehouse and Volo). 

Toby Mischler attended his 7th TopCats Charity Ride (he lives 250 miles away in Michigan) 

The winner of the motorcycle donated $500 to NISRA when he took possession of his prize. 

Roughly 80% of our 'active' membership contributed in some fashion to the success of the ride. 

Checks were mailed to Rick Johnson (the $250 winner) and Ron Ezsak (a $250 check for our $500 winner, since Ron 
donated $250 back to NISRA); Tom presented a $750 check to Brian Shahinian (our $1,000 winner who donated $250 
back to NISRA). 

Tom announced winners for the most raffle tickets sold. Honorable Mentions (no prizes) go to Bob Krugerud (40 tick-
ets), Keith Zawila (43), and Sandy Vernon (45). $50 gift certificates to the D & J Bistro were awarded to Greg Smith 
(70), Randy Braun (74), and Marilee Arguello (79). A $100 gift certificate to the D & J Bistro was awared to Amy Tober 
(a double winner: 79 tickets sold, plus selling the winning ticket). And a $100 gift certificate to the D & J Bistro was 
awared to Don Schaffer (161 tickets sold). 

Tom presented our $12,600 check to Brian Shahinian and Jillian Giese of NISRA. Brian thanked us for our continued 
support of NISRA and our efforts, noting the money will be turned into quality of life programs for the kids/adults of 
NISRA. He also sincerely thanked the anonymous $5,000 TopCat contibutor to the Treehouse (Tom Malia). 

Finally, Tom thanked everyone for their efforts. In order to keep our momentum going for next year, we need to start 
working on next year's ride now. Anyone interested in being the committee leader, please contact Tom. 

Lynn Adams (Director) 
Bob Carmody introduced prospective member Tom Nichols (Larry Scalzitti). 

Bob reminded us of the following items available at every meeting: embroidery forms, name tag order forms, Top Cat 
club patches ($3), and Top Cat club pins ($3). 

Gary Brandt (Vice President)  
Greg Smith provided updates on our upcoming rides. As always, please check our website for details. Of special note 
are the following items: 

Rolling Thunder Toys-For-Tots Ride (10/8) to be led by Terry Kumro. 

Fall Colors Ride to be held on Saturday October 14th. 

Keith Zawila (Secretary)  
Announced the possibility of holding an Accident Scene Management course for our membership. Specific details are still 
being finalized, but it appears the course will be held on Saturday, December 2nd at Lamb's Farm. It will run from 8:30 - 
5:00. Attendees will be limited to 25 - 30. The cost for the course will be approximately $35/person. When details have 



been finalized, an e-mail will go out to the membership. 

Introduced Ric Case who reminded us of the upcoming 
GRASS class on November 12 at Connies. 

Ric introduced Terry Kumro who provided a safety tip -
> Please remember our club policy about not drinking 
when we ride. The most common cause of single vehi-
cle accidents occur when the road turns, and the motor-
cyclist doesn't. Many times this occurs due to impair-
ment. Terry noted the top 10 reasons Police have told 
him how they can tell if you're impaired: 

How you act on your motorcycle while prepar-
ing to leave a parking lot. 

How you dismount a motorcycle when you 
show up at a destination. 

If the motorcycle is leaning from side to side 
while stopped at a traffic signal. 

Unsteady riding in a turn or a curve. 
Late breaking in a turn or curve. 
Improper leaning in a turn or curve. 
Erratic movements in a turn (we discussed erot-

ic movements also). 
Inattentiveness to your surroundings. 
Inappropriate or unusual behavior. 
Weaving in your own lane or from lane to lane. 

In Windy's absence, Keith introduced Gerry Blum (MSF 
Instructor) for a safety tip - Provide your own safety 
margin, which consists of time and space, to create a 
cushion for yourself from other road users. Consider the 
capabilities of the motorcycle, your capabilities, and traf-
fic conditions while riding. The lane you are riding in 
can be split into 3 areas (left, center, and right). Utilize 
these to make yourself more visible to traffic, and give 
yourself more visibility to what's happening around you. 
There are 3 following distances to remember: 2 seconds 
(the minimum when conditions are ideal), 4 seconds 
(requires an immediate response should something go 
wrong), and 12 seconds (the anticipated path for you to 
scan to give yourself time to prepare). 

Tim Heniff (Past President)  
Jim passed out a 2-page summary of items regarding 
upcoming elections. All 4 Executive Committee posi-
tions are open for election (they are 1-year terms). We 
have 1 Director position open for election (this is a 2 
year term). In order to be eligible to run for a position, 
you must be a 'Full Member", and have been a Top Cat 
for a minimum of 1 year as of the day of the election 
(12-5-06). Participation is essential: you should be able 
to attend at least 80% of Board and General Meetings. If 
you are interested in running, please forward a note or 
e-mail to Jim summing up why you want to be an offi-
cer. If you have any questions, please contact Jim. 
Comments were taken from the floor: Ric Case men-
tioned this was Bob Krugerud's last meeting, since he 
was relocating to Minnesota. We wish Bob the best of 
luck, thank him for his efforts, and will miss him. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 pm. 



The Long Distance Committee (LDC) 
By Larry Scalzitti 

What qualifies as long distance riding? For some riders, hitting 100 miles in a day seems like a 
long ride. For others the 100 mile mark just means that you're half way to the first rest stop and that 
you're on your way to at least 1000 miles before the end of the day. For the sake of the LDC, I'd pre-
fer not to set any mileage related definition for long distance. I would rather that this committee focus-
es on rides that occupy the greater part of a day or the greater parts of multiple days. Most of us 
already know that on the interstate 1000 miles is doable by most riders. We also know that on the right 
back roads 300 miles can take all day. If anything, I see long distance being defined by time in the sad-
dle rather than by the number of miles covered. 

What kind of things will the LDC be doing? The LDC will attempt to do two things. 

1 - Educate riders about long distance (LD) riding. 

2 - Plan and lead LD rides. 

What kind of rides will the LDC plan? I foresee our ride offerings as follows, but these are only my 
thoughts. If you join me on the LDC, we can modify these ideas based on the group consensus. The 
goal is to develop a LDC that serves the needs of the Top Cats, not an individual. We need your help 
to make this work. 

LD Type 1 - Ride with us for a lot of miles. I'd like to offer two of these rides each year. 
These rides will be tour like styled rides offered with a number of different options. 
Here's an outline of the planning process. The destination here is just an example. 

Step 1 - LDC selects a destination - like Alaska 

Step 2 - LDC discusses various route options 

Step 3 - LDC selects stopping points there and back - like Key West - Glacier National 
Park - Dawson Creek, British Columbia - Denali National Park - Banff National Park -
Yellowstone National Park - Rock Cut State Park - etc 

Step 4 - Timelines are established that allow for both riding and flower sniffing. 
Hotel and camping options are included at each waypoint. 

Step 5 - Top Cats can elect to ride the whole trip or any part or parts of the trip. For 
instance, you could elect to ride from Barrington to Banff and then return home. Or you 

could elect to continue on. If you had one week to take off or two, you could select the 
leg of the trip that fits your schedule. The goal would be to lock in dates for this ride prior 
to the February meeting. Bike and rider transportation to or from waypoints will be 
researched by the LDC during the planning process, so you could pick up the ride in 
progress at any point. 

LD Ride Type 2 - Iron Butt rides. Each year we'll have one introductory ride followed later in 
the year by a more challenging ride. As in the past, the old "half SaddleSore" will remain in 
place to give people a basic idea about LD riding. This ride is typically 400 to 500 miles long 



and lasts about 12 hours. Then the LDC will 
select an Iron Butt ride (1000 miles or more in 
24 hours or less) for later in the year. Check 
out the variety of LD rides certified by the Iron 
Butt Association (IBA) at their web site, 
www.ironbutt.com  If enough interest is generat-
ed by these first two rides a second IBA ride 
could be planned or we could look at some of 
the long distance rides offered by either of these 
two excellent groups, The Motorcycle Tourer's 
Forum (www.mctourer.com ) or Team Strange 
(www.teamstrange.com). 

LD Ride Type 3 - Rally riding - There are 
organized competitive long distance rides 
offered at various locations all over the country. 
I'd like to target one of these rides each year. 
Rally riding is not as straight forward as plain 
LD riding and offers a whole different set of 
challenges. It's demanding, but it's a natural 
progression from standard IBA style riding and I 
think once you get hooked into riding long dis-
tances you'll want the additional challenges that 
a rally offers. 

Who should volunteer to be on the commit-
tee? Anyone and everyone who wants to ride 
more and also wants to provide input into what 
the LDC does and how the LDC implements 
plans. 

How do I join the committee? Most meetings 
will be 30 minutes prior to the start of our regu-
lar monthly meetings. When we need to do 
more detail planning, we'll add another meeting 
date outside normal club meeting days. Please 
e-mail me if you'd like to volunteer. Planning 
starts today! scalzitti@mindspring.com  



•• • 
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Vice Presidents Forum 
November, 2006 
	 Date priority will also be given to Road Captains 

By Gary Brandt 	 who step up to lead the following types of rides; 
1. Overnighter to Door County 
2. Six rides of 100 miles or less. 

Greetings Top Cats, 	 3. 	Any Michigan destination 

As we complete this riding season, it's a good 
time to look back. What positives were achieved 
and where can we improve. 2006 was pretty sim-
ilar to the previous several years. A mix of many 
types of rides, some old and some new. Since we 
are a riding club, nothing should get more focus 
and attention then our calendar. For improvement 
to take place we need your input. We have heard 
that more short rides are needed. Rides that are 
less then 100 miles and do not take up the entire 
day. Aside from that, we have not received much 
feedback. 

Many of you have been snapping pictures this 
year. With the web site issue we have lost focus 
on collecting and posting them. Top Cat Dennis 
Dougherty will be collecting all 2006 pictures and 
will help us consolidate them. We expect to get 
the web site operational again soon and will 
hopefully have something from each ride/event. 
We can even scan paper pictures. So if possible, 
copy your pictures to a CD and get it to Dennis. 
There was an e-mail sent out with more details a 
few weeks ago. If you have any questions, see me 
or Dennis. 

Have you started thinking about 2007 yet? Many 
clubs have already started planning the next 
year. As a rule we have waited until February or 
March, but this year you have the opportunity to 
get a head start. This is great time to grab the best 
dates. The activities committee will be getting a 
head start on planning this November. Instead of 
waiting until early spring to begin the planning 
process, we intend to utilize the fall and winter 
months. Keep an eye open for e-mails with more 
information. 

There are quite a few Road Captains who have 
not led a ride in years. The membership needs 
you to get back in the game (there's an old say-
ing). You are Road Captains because you have 
the skills and knowledge necessary to create and 
lead us on safe rides. Why have the rocker if you 
are not going to use it. 

For a positive note, a giant thanks to the many 
Road Captains who led rides this year. We sure 
had a lot of fun. Some great routes, lots of laughs, 
and a few extra pounds. We added quite a few 
new Road Captains this year, and they did a great 
job. Good thing because without the newer lead-
ers we would not have had such a fine calendar. 





TOP CATS  
2007 ELECTION OF OFFICERS Q & A 

By Sandra Vernon, Past President 
Nominating Committee 

When is the election held?  Voting will 
take place at the December 5th General 
Meeting held at Durty Nellie's in 
Palatine. 

Who is eligible to vote?  You must be a 
Regular member in good standing to 
vote. 

Is there an Absentee Ballot available?  
Yes. Please contact Past President Jim 
Henniff for further details. Absentee 
Ballot must be in by December 1st. 

What officers make up our Board of 
Directors and how often do they 
meet? The Executive Committee which 
includes the President, Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasurer and the immediate 
Past President. They meet on a month-
ly basis. The Board of Directors is com-
prised of the Executive Committee and 
four Directors and they are required to 
hold an annual meeting. In reality, the 
Executive Committee includes the four 
Directors in their monthly meeting. 

What is the length of the term of 
office?  The Officers serve a one-year 
term and may serve no more than two 
consecutive one-year terms. The 
Directors serve two-year terms and may 
serve no more than two consecutive 
two-year terms. 

What is the election schedule? 
Nominations closed on 20 Oct, candi- 

dates will be announced on 7 Nov, elec-
tions will be conducted on 5 Dec, and the 
2007 Board will start their term on 
January 1, 2007. 

What is required to run for an officer 
position?  You must be a Regular 
Member of Top Cats Illinois in good 
standing for a minimum of one year. 

What is the time commitment expect-
ed of an Officer?  You would be expect-
ed to be able to attend a General 
Meeting and a Board Meeting each 
month in addition to rides and social 
events. 

Who can I contact to get more infor-
mation about running for office?  
The Nominating Committee is comprised 
of the Past Presidents. Jim Henniff is 
the Chairman and Sandy Vernon, 
Wayne Kirkpatrick, Ric Case, George 
Lax and Rob Mann. You may contact 
any one of the above to answer any 
questions you may have regarding an 
officer position. 

Our Mission Statement states "Top Cats-
Illinois is a forum for the exchange of 
ideas affecting motorcyclists; fosters 
member development through network-
ing, business, educational and social 
opportunities; and acts as motorcyclists' 
rights and interests advocate. 

Step up and become involved! Be sure 
to VOTE on December 5th! 



MOM-N-POP PLACES 
By Dan Strickler 

When Peggy and I got back from Sturgis and I was 
thinking about some of the people I met and the 
places I saw when it occurred to me that my favorite 
people tend to be a little off beat and my favorite 
places are a little off the beaten path. My favorite 
place to eat in high school was Momma's Hot Spot 
where "Pistol Packin" Momma took your order, 
cooked the food and sometimes sat with you while 
you ate. My honeymoon suite was a small cabin 
located 5 miles up a hiking trail on the top of a moun-
tain in Tennessee. My favorite roads are narrow, 
twisty and inaccessible in a large vehicle. Cookie 
cutter vacation packages will never compare. 

Give me a choice between a reliable chain business 
and rolling the dice at a Mom-n-Pop place and I'll roll 
the dice every time. On this years trip to Sturgis I 
planned all back roads and made no reservations. 
Our first night was spent in Avon South Dakota. Why 
Avon you ask? I saw a little motel that was right out 
of a 1960 post card. It had about ten rooms and space 
for a few RV's. The name of the place is North Vue 
Motel although the neon sign only had a couple let-
ters lit up. It's on route 50, centrally located between 
Noplace and Nowhere. The rooms were large, clean 
and had a microwave, fridge and coffee maker. The 
owners were genuinely friendly and offered me rags 
to clean my bike. All this for forty bucks. What more 
could you want? It looks like I rolled the dice and 
won. 

Breakfast the next day was at our first gas stop at a lit-
tle Mom-n-Pop place. The owner's kids were running 
around as I ate my biscuits and gravy. I saw the father 
working on the ice cream machine and his youngest 
son on a step stool next to him. When the father 
turned his back, the kid reached in with a finger and 
took a little taste. Almost the perfect crime, for a five 
year old. The four old farmers sitting at a nearby 
table didn't even notice. They were too busy dis-
cussing how their pickup trucks run on the new 
ethanol mix gas and when the new tires would be in 
for one of their trucks. There was a day care group 
that had come in for a treat and two of the boys mis-
behaved. The day care lady pointed to the door and 
told them both that they could just walk home. The 
farmers had a break in their conversation to look out 
the window and watch a couple shiny "motorsicles" 

ride by. Ah, small town Americana. Note to self - on 
the next trip through order the biscuits and gravy, pass 
on the ice cream and don't piss off the day care lady. 

Sturgis itself is always a freak show. I like to camp 
while I'm there. My favorite place is the Buffalo 
Chip. If you're easily offended this is not the place to 
be, but I feel right at home. This year there were peo-
ple eating fire and dancing with flaming sticks as the 
concerts went on. And just for the record, Peggy 
spent more on chrome motorcycle parts than I did this 
year. 

The ride home from Sturgis took us on a different 
route. Yes, I swallowed my pride and took the 
expressway for a while. It seemed the only way to go 
past Wall Drug and get some homemade donuts. 
Then I headed south on a scenic road. When I say 
scenic, I mean there was grass growing in the cracks 
on the road. I ended up on a dirt road leading into a 
one horse town and the road turned to dirt again as we 
left town. At one point during the day I was filling the 
bikes with gas when an old cowboy rode up on a 
horse, hitched it to a tree and went into the diner for 
lunch. Yes, I did say THE diner. Boy, when I go off 
the beaten path for a ride I'm really off. 

For our last night on the road we stayed at the Iron 
Horse Motel in Spencer Iowa. Again, a large, clean 
room with that certain feel of well worn comfort. I 
was saddened to see a notice on the door that the place 
was being torn down soon to make room for a new 
hotel. Hell, I passed two Super 8's and a Hampton Inn 
just to get to a place like this. I guess progress is not 
going to stand still just for me. 

Don't get me wrong. Over the years I've rolled the 
dice and lost. I once stayed in a place so small you 
could sit on the toilet with your elbow in the sink, one 
foot in the shower and one foot on the bed. I have rid-
den my bike all night in the pouring rain because I 
couldn't find a place to stay. I was taking a nap in a 
folding chair during an Iron Butt when the chair 
broke. Twice I've headed out on a back road route to 
go somewhere and ended up in the wrong state. Still, 
it's all worth it and when rolling the dice I've won 
much more than I've lost. Back roads, Mom-n-Pop 
motels and local diners are all part of the adventure of 
traveling on two wheels for me. 



0000PSM 
By Johnny Z 

Since 2002, I have ridden a little over 56,000 miles 
on my Fat Boy. Thinking about it a little further, I've 
ridden over 350,000 miles on all my motorcycles 
combined. Been on a lot of long road trips through 
some unbelievable acts of Mother Nature like torna-
does and mud slides for example. I'm a riding block-
er for the Chicagoland Toys For Tots run and have 
ridden in many a snowstorm. Isn't motorcycle riding 
fun! Most people whom don't ride think I'm nuts. Of 
course, most people I know that do ride think I'm 
nuts also, but that's another story. 

This past Labor Day weekend my girlfriend Adina 
and I decided to ride up to Madison, Wisconsin one 
day to visit a friend of mine whom recently moved 
there from Colorado. What a perfect day it was for a 
ride. Warm, sunny and not a cloud in the sky. That 
is, until we rode into Madison. Then Hurricane 
Cheesehead appeared. Come to think of it, this 
storm hit us the same place in Madison as it always 
does on the Topcat's Saddle Sore ride every year. 
Again, that's yet another story. 

We are about 1 mile from where Mapquest told me 
where his house was when the torrential downpour 
hit. Screw the rainsuits, let's just get there. Sopping 
wet as hail the size of canned hams are rolling down 
the street, we pull into his driveway , or what used to 
be his driveway. Seems I Mapquested his old address. 
What a moron I felt like. Ticked off, we then ride 
to the closest shelter we could find and gave my 
buddy a call. "0 yeah, you did tell me you moved. 
Umm, so how do I get there? 10 miles away! Darn." 

Again, in this torrential rain, we pull back onto the 
highway to follow his directions there. We didn't put 
on our rainsuits as we figured we'd need something 
dry to wear once we got there. But I was ever so mad 
at myself and was not in the best mood. Typical 
Wisconsin directions, we get off the highway, head 
south 5 miles on M, then a right 3 miles on V, then 
a slight jog onto A to make a left unto MM. Or 
something like that. Those darn Wisconsin roads are 
so confusing for a guy who grew up in the '70's. 

The next thing I know, as I was starting to slow down 
to make that left hand turn onto MM, is we are 
down on the ground, Adina sliding one way, me 
another and my bike yet a different way and pieces of 
my bike going every which way. Once we stopped, 
Adina assured me she was alright but a bit bruised. I 
felt like I was hit on my left side by a wrecking ball. 
Pain hurts! Looking over the damage to ourselves and 
the bike, we discovered that none of our clothing was 
damaged at all. My bike lost a passing lamp, my cof-
fee cup (darn) and my front fender was a lil' bent to 
the right. However, we both had scrapes on our hel-
mets. (Another story?) 

I have no idea how fast I was going nor what I did to 
cause this. It happened so quickly that there was 
nothing I could do. More than likely I used the front 
brake a bit too much or forgot to even use the back 
brake because my boots were filled like an aquarium. 
Who knows? The point is, I was not thinking about 
riding at the time and was too busy being mad at 
myself and the weather to pay attention to what I was 
doing. This is not a good way to ride. And I and my 
passenger paid for it. 

Luckily, it was a deserted back road with no traffic 
and we weren't seriously hurt. Being her first fall on 
a bike didn't spook Adina into not riding anymore. 
(Now that's a good woman, eh?) Lord only knows 
what would have happened if this occurred on 1-90. 
Sure, I've dropped my bike numerous times and any 
biker who claims he has never is a complete liar. This 
was the 3rd time in all those years and miles of rid-
ing that I have fallen. And each of those three times 
I was stupid. 

What's the moral of this story? Don't ever set out on 
a ride without being aware of conditions and unex-
pected things that happen, adjust as needed. Yeah, 
right. Seriously, don't let ego and Mother Nature get 
in the way of you doing what you do best — riding 
your motorcycle. We all have learned how to do it 
and do it quite well. All it takes is a second of forget-
ting and you  might be writing this article (or maybe 
not). Safe riding to everyone and ...see you on the 
road. 



Kaution Korner 
By Jim Krepel 

Well here it is, the middle October and every-
one is watching the leaves change color. At 
least that's what October is supposed to be. 
Instead I am looking at an inch of snow 
falling outside my front door. I should have 
had a clue that something was up when I was 
forced to dig up my scraper that was buried 
somewhere in my car from last winter. 
Everyone always talks about how riders 
should be careful of the leaves this time of 
year, how they can be like riding on ice when 
they are wet, and how black ice can form at 
night when the temperatures drop. 

One of things we sometimes forget about 
this time of year is hypothermia. We all know 
about it and how to be prepared for it. We 
also know how to be prepared for the drastic 
changes in temperature, but what people 
sometimes forget is our bodies can not adjust 
to these new lower temperatures overnight. 
The weather can change back and forth 
rather quickly this time of year. It was snow-
ing today, but a few days from now it will be 
warming up. This is the time of year that we 
need to be aware that our bodies are going 
to need time to adjust, in other words our 
blood needs to thicken up a little, but our 
bodies' need exposure to colder weather for 
a while before that will happen. So what can 
happen to us? Hypothermia! And it can set in 
much faster that it would in the spring time. 
Last weekend I was walking around in short 
sleeves because the temp was in the upper 
70's and today it was only 34 degrees when I 
left for work and it did not get much warmer 
than that. We even had a snow storm before 
9 AM. 

What are some of the things we need to be 
aware when trying to ride in this kind of 
weather? Well, you are really going to need 

that extra layer of clothing that is probably 
going to make you feel like you are walking 
around like the Abombmable Snowman. Last 
spring you just wore your heavy leather jack-
et in temperatures that were below fifty. This 
time, throw on the long underwear. When 
your body temperature starts dropping your 
brain will start shutting down on you faster 
than you can even think about it. One other 
thing is that we are not used to is riding all 
bundle up in that clothing. So what you can 
do is make sure that you take an extra trip 
around the block to adjust to having a hard-
er time with the restrictions that all that 
clothing cause. Make sure you can turn your 
head. Make sure you can still reach your 
clutch and brake levers and you can easily 
give a quick squeeze when you need to. It's 
hard to make a motorcycle turn around a cor-
ner when your arms won't bend because 
your brain is too cold or you're too restricted 
by your clothing. 

It's not just about being prepared with the 
proper gear and using caution about condi-
tions that exist out there. It's about being 
aware of what's going on with you 
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